
PREFACE TO VOL. XXXI

The Relation of 1647, by Jerome Lalemant (Doc.
LXIII. of our series), was commenced in Vol. XXX.
by the publication of the first three chapters; we
herewith present Chaps, iv. -xiii., leaving the last
two chapters to Vol. XXXII. Continuing his nar-
rative, Father Lalemant devotes much space to the
labors, captivity, sufferings, and finally the death of
Father Isaac Jogues, who was killed by the Iroquois
in the preceding year. Much of this account is taken
from Jogues's own narrative, written at the command
of his superior. He describes his capture by the Iro-
quois in August, 1642; the cruelties inflicted on him
and his fellow-prisoners; and the painful journey to
the Iroquois villages. On the way, they encounter a
large troop of warriors proceeding to attack the
French, and these also vent their fury on the wretched
prisoners, even more fiercely than their captors have
done; Jogues and his companions — Goupil, Couture,
and over twenty Hurons — barely escape from this
ordeal with their lives. They meet similar treatment
upon entering the first Mohawk village, and thence
are taken to the other two, at each one experiencing
a repetition of these hideous cruelties,—Jogues him-
self being, in every case, the especial object of his
captors' rage. The Frenchmen are sentenced to
death, but are reprieved, and kept as prisoners in the


